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Honorable Bob Tafc
Governcr of Ohio
Columbus, QOhio 43215-6117

Dear Governor Taft

Thank you for mraking recommendations on &-hour ozone air cualilty
designations Pursuant to the Clean Air Act (CAA), the United
States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 1s required to
promulgate designations for new or revised standards, such as the
8-hour ozone standard Earl:ier this year, we entered into a
consent decree that requires us to promulgate 8-hour ozone
designations by April 15, 2004.

We have reviewed the July 15, 2003, letter from Christopher
Jones, Director, Chio Environmental Protection Agency, subritting
Chio's recommendaticons. Consistent with section 107{(d) (1) of the
CAA, this letter 1s to ainform you that, based upon the
information contained in your letter, and 1in the absence of
additional substantiaticn for your recommendaticns, EPA 1ntends
to make modifications to Ohio’'s recommended designations and
boundaries. If you would like to provide additional informatcion
about the areas 1in question, please provide this information by
February 6, 2004, so that we can continue to work with your
office as we move forward to make final designations.

The CAA defines a nonattainment area as any area that does not
meet (or that contributes to ambient air guality i1n a nearby area
that does not meet) the national primaryv or secondary ambiert air
quality standard for the pollutant. EPA guidance indicates that
Ohi1o should use the larger of the Consolidated Metropolitan
Statistical Area, Metropolitan Statistical Area, or the L-hour
ozone nonattainment area as the presumptive boundary for &-hour
ozone nonattainment areas. The guidance provides 11 factors that
Ohio should consider 1n determining whether to modify the
presumptive boundaries. We have reviewed your supporting
information to modify the presumptive nonattainment areas
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The enclosure to this letter i1dent:fies the counties tha: should
be included 1n each nonattainment area We are also providing a
written summary of our reasoning for modifyving your
recommendations, explaining why we believe vour recommnendaticon 1s
not consistent with the statutory definizion of a nonattainment
area 1n light of the 11 factors provided 111 our guidance.

EPA has been tracking prelaiminary 2003 ozone mon:itoring data and
their i1mpact on areas’ preliminary 2001-2003 design values

Where preliminary 2001-2003 ocone monitoring data indicate that
an area’s attainment status will differ from Ohio’s
recommendation based on 2000-z002 monitoring data, EPA indicates
the potential modification to the designation recommendation in
the enclosure Additaionally, the EPA will continue to closgely
review monitoring data for additional differences that may have
occurred throughout the remainder of the 2003 ozone season or as
a result of data handling procedures to determine i1f 1t maght
affect the State’s recommended designations. It 1s critical for
Ohio to expedite submittal of 2003 monitoring data to EPA s that
air gquality designations and classifications for the 8-hour
standard will accurately reflect the States’'s ailr quality

To advance this process, please submit your final 2003 monitoring
data into the Air Quality System as guickly as possible, 1f 1t
has not already been done. In addition, please submit the 2-hour
and l-hour ozone design values and the average expected 1-hour
exceedance rate to Stephen Rothblatt, of my staff, by official
letter by December 17, 2003.

We look forward to a continued dialog with Chio as we work to
finalize the designations for the 8-hour ozone standard We

appreciate your efforts and will review any future supporting
information Ohio wishes to submit on these recommendations. It

you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Very truly yourg,

M

Thomas Skinner
Regional Administrator

EFnclosure
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topher Jones, Director
Ohio Environmental Frotection Agency

John A. Benedict, Director
West Virginia Department of Environmental Profection

Joyce Epps, Director
Pennsylvania Departinent of Environmental Protection

Lori Kaplan, Commissioner
Indiana Department of Environmental Management

John Lyons, Air Director
Kentucky Department of Environmental Quality
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The “ollow:ing tabkle 1denzifi=ss —re 1naivaidual ar=zs and Tourtoss
Cconerising those areas wichin s tnzt EPF3 1rtepds Lo designatbe
as nonacttainmenz. Followving the table 1s a descript:on of arezs
where EPA 1ntends Lo mwodzf; the Chio rezommerdaticn and re bazzs
for such medificaz_on. ZPR Lntends to designate as
zrzainment/urclassifiable all Counties not 1denu_fred -n the
Lable bz2low.
Area Ohio EPA
Recommended Recommended
Nonattainment Nonattainment
Countaes Counties
Carton-Mass:1l1on, COH Stark Start

OH=-=: -1l

Cincinnaz>-Hdaxriitoen,

Bucler
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runtington-2shland, WY-Li1-GE Lawrzncse Liwrsnce
Lira, 0 Al’en Allen
carverspura-Varietta, WY-CH Wash:=gton wWasongoor
Scecienvills-Welrtor, OH-WV Jeiferscn JeZfarson
Tcledo, 0OH Licas LUuCcas

Wood Wood
oungstovi-Warren-Sharon, FA 4s & separate Mahornzng
o area fron Trurball

Yaygaer, Ph: Colamnlang

Co_urbilana

Wreslira, WV-OK o Lounties -t
recomuendad

Modifications to Ohio’s Recommendations

ircirnati-Ezrillton, CEF-FKri-°N

Ch-o P naz nct determrzned wheihsr to 1nclude Clivton County
vilth the Jircinrato-Hamilteon norettazrrent area butbt 1t 1=
reconmendsa as nonrattainment. Clinton County 1s adjacant o the
C_ncinnatl Conscl_odated Metropolitan Stacistical Area (IMSAY and

has a violating monitor. The Clinten Courty monitor appears to
be ar indicazor of alr quality fIor the nonrnattainment area Decauss
Lt 1s downwind from Cincinnacti. We zntend to ncluds Tlintaon
County 1n the Cincinnati-Hamilton nonattainment aresa.

H

S

Clevelana-A<ror,

Chio ZPA reccrmnended tThat the Akron area Courties oI Portage ana
Sammit, ke designazted as a separate nonattainment area from the
Cleveland ncornactzaament area. We ntend Lo modify the State’s
recommendaticn. We pelieve that area should pe treated as one
Cleveland-Akron nonattainment area. These two Counties are war:
¢f —he CMSA zrd part of the norattainment aree under the l-rcour
ozone standara. The Ohio EPA provided no technicai Sustificat:ion
or analysls T¢ support creatling separate nona::alrhﬂrt Ireas,



Cclumrbus, OF
Fnox Courty
Chzo E2d reccrinesrded that ¥non County e corsidered a sepsrate

norattainrent arez tco ths Columbus nonattairment ave
County s an adjecert Couanty to the Cclumbus CTMSAE an

a
d -z contains

a violaTt:ing rTonitcr that appears to pe a receptor for asr quality
1n the CHM3A because 1t s downwind frorm Colurbus. We beliilsva
they shoula pe treated as one norattalnment ar=za. The Oqio EP2

providea rno technical justification or analysis to indzcate &
basls Ifcr creatiny a separate nonattainment ar=a.
include Fro.. County 1rn th= Columrbus ronattalnrent are=a.

iheoal g, WY-0H

Ea_morc Coancy

On-o ZPA recommended tThat Belmont County be atfairment even
though 1t 1s witnin the presumptive area, which ccntains mopicors
that are violsting the standard. There 1s nc monitor i1 3elrort
County. We 1rtena to modify the Scate's rQLCNN“qdatLOﬁ e
1nclude Belrmernt County i1n cthe Wheeling, WV-OH nonattainment arez
Tris was dore pbacause the County 1s within the presurp-ive
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nonat-a.ament area and 17 has sigrificart emissions and
populazicon Ior That parcicular ronattainmenc arsa. Belrca:
Courty acoounks IZIor a largs portica X the ermlssicns anc
population wothirn the Wheel_ng CMSA The other Tountzes witho:
the Wresling CMSA, Ohio and Mzsrshall, West Vivginia are zlso
incended to be designated as nconattainmert. Belmont County 1
w:zhin trhe presumptive boundary and the States did not prese~t a3

comoelling argumrent to e.iclud= thls Tounty.

touncstown-Warren-Sharon, PL-0F
Cnio EPA recommerded thai Trumbull, Mabeoning and Columbiarz
Counties 1n Ohic not be designated as part 2f the sane
nonakbtteainment area as Mercer County, fennsylvania. ©Chio EPA als=sc
recomrended thet Columbiana County be designated as a separats
nonaztairment area from Trumbull and Makorning Zounties. We
1ntend to modify the State’s recommendaticon. ZPA gurdance
prov:des that the presumptive beoundary 1s the larger of the CVSA
v the 1-hour boundary The old 1-hour boundazy i1ncludec
Trumbull and Mahoning Counties in Ohio as well as Mercer Codnty,
PA. We believe that Trumbull, Mahoning and Ceolumblana Counties

1
1n Ohi1o and Mercer County 1in Penrsylvania shcould be treated as
cne nonattainrent area. Ohic EPA provided no technical
just_fication or analysis to deszgrate these Countles as s=parate
Ne"3TLI1nMeE™Z areas. We i1ntend to 1ﬂﬁlude Trumbu.i, Menoning,
Co;;mbl re and Mercer CountZes 1n the Toungstown-Warren-Sharar,
FE-CTH monattairment ares.
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